Obtervaticm o» a Vcue found at Sandy, in Bedfordshire. By Samubl 
Bibcb, Bsq., F.S.A., Assistant Keeper of the Antiquities in the British 
Museum: in a Letter addressed to Sir Hbnry Ellis, K.H., F.R.S., 
Se<ret4sry. 


Fromlhe ARCHAEOLOGIA, VoL XXXI. pp. 254— 2S6. 


My Dear Sir Hbnry, *• HiU, 

S7th Nov. 1844. 

I beg to inclose the drawing, made by our fnend Mr. J. E. Fitz-Gerald, 
of a Vase of red Roman ware discovered at Chester Field, in the parish of 
Sandy, nine miles from Bedford, in digging a potato trench. It was found 
in the month of September of the present year, and is now in the collection 
of the British Museum. 
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3 Observations on a Vase found at Sandy, in Bedfordshire. 

It is a deep calU or poculum of red Roman ware, ornamented with a broad 
architectural moulding, formed of antefixal ornaments and helices, having a 
bird on each pattern ; above is an egg-and-tongue moulding, below a running 
corded pattern. The Vase has been anciently fractured, and has been 
re-united by four rivets of lead, three at the sides and one at the bottom. 

The rivets are much oxydized through having 1^ in the soil, and are 
unfortunately not perfect ; they appear to have been inserted into a drilled 
hole at each side, forming a band on the exterior. Lead was probably used 
on account of its greater pliancy and the brittle nature of the ware. Other 
specimens exist thus repaired. 

This peculiar red ware, of which so much is continually found wherever 
Roman arms and civilization reached, has been commonly called in this 
country Samian ; but Ibr. Fabroni,* an Italian archseologist, has lately claimed 
them for the town of Aretium, in Italy, and supposed that they are the 
famous Aretine ware mentioned by the Roman writers.'’ St. Isidore of 
Seville, in his work on Origins,' says, “ Fictile Vases are said to have been 
first invented in the island of Samos, made of clay (creta), and hardened by 
fire. It was afterwards found out how to add red colour, and make them of 
red clay. They are called jVretine Vases from Aretium, a free town of Italy, 
where they are now made, for they are red. Sedulius, speaking of them, says, 
The vegetable which is placed on table brought up on the red ware." St. 
Isidore lived under Maurice, Emperor of the East, and died under Heraclius 
about A.D. 610. Sedulius, the poet, whom he cites, flourished about a.d.‘494. 

It appears that Ser Ristoro, in a MS. dated 1282,'' at present existing in 
the Ricciardini library at Florence, mentions in a most circumstantial man- 
ner, alluding to their sculptured representations of oiumaU, flowers, &c., 
quantities of this pottery found near Arezzo, his native town. 

Giovanni Villani, in a.d. 1348, and Marco Attilio Alessi, in 1493, also 
particularly aUude to these V'ases of red Aretine ware; so Vasari in the 

■ Stofia degU antichi Vaai fiuili AreUni, d<4 Dott, A. Fabroni. 6vo. Arvxxo, 1841. 

' VirgiL Peraina, Satir. v. 144,5. Annaua Coniutua, SeboL ad eund. Martial, i. 54, air. 98. 
Flin. Hint. Natural, axxv. 13. 

* XX. e. 20. 

'* Fabroni, loc. dt. p. 12. et wq. 
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With century, and Gori in 1742. In 1782, Francesco Rossi undertook the 
formation of a Museum of this ware, and examined the vicinity of the 
ancient town of Aretium, conjecturing from his researches that three 
furnaces formerly existed in the city, and eight at least in the vicinity. He 
found the furnaces and the instruments of the potter’s art. Lanzi visited 
the Rossi Museum, and describes the specimens, which resemble those so 
frequently found. Vases of this style have been also discovered in the Val di 
Chiana, in Vulci, Ccrvetri, and Modena, from whence and Aretium Pliny 
states that there was an export trade of potterj'. The excavations at Arezzo 
have produced seventy-four different potter’s names, but certain particu- 
larities would appear to distinguish them from those found in England. 
They are often found at .\rezzo placed on the exterior of the Vases in a kind 
of tessera or tablet, and, although they generally occur as on the Anglo- 
Roman Vases in the genitive, they are all unaccompanied by the sigilla, of 
OF for officina, f for fecit, and m for tnanu, which are so common on Vases 
found in Britain ; their style seems more delicate, and is probably the 
original one from which the Roman pottery of the provinces was subse- 
quently copied. The Roman red ware found in England seems from its art 
and inscriptions to be as late as the second and third centuries. The style 
of embossing wares with raised figures was almost peculiar to Italy, where 
in the fifth and sixth century B. C. the fictile art had obtained considerable 
excellence, and the black and red vases with bas-reliefs of the Etruscan 
furnaces seem the prototypes of the subsequent red ware. 

Believe me to remain. 

Yours very sincerely, 

SAMUEL BIRCH. 

.Sir Hrnry Ellis, K.H. 

&C. Src. Stc. 


sU\l 

'i'*' 


Digitized by Google 



